Schedule of Meeting Times:
WKAC 1080 AM Sunday  7:30 AM

Speaker, Robert Emerson
Study Sunday 10:00 AM
Worship Sunday 11:00 AM
Worship Sunday 5:00 PM
Singing every 2" Sunday evening
Study Wednesday 7:00 PM

Pray “for kings and all
who are in authority...”
—1 Timothy 2:2a

Preacher / bulletin editor: Kris Vilander, (256) 472-1065
E-mail: kris@haysmillchurchofchrist.org
Website: www.haysmillchurchofchrist.org

Lawn Mowing (week starting): On
winter break...

Singing: Kris and Cindy’s (23)

Area Meetings: College View (15
Men’s Study); Eastside
(Russlleville, 21,22); Kelly Spring
Road (21-23); Danville Rd (23-26)

Servants during February:
Songleader: David (2), Peter (9), Dwight
(16), Stanley (23)
Reading: David
Announcements: Stanley
Table: Larry, Mike, Lakin, Buddy
Wednesday Lesson: Larry (5), Stanley
(12), Kris (19), Larry (26)

Hays Mill church of Christ
21705 Hays Mill Road
Elkmont, AL 35620
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By Dee Bowman

The Philistines had gathered their
armies against the people of God
between Socoh and Azekah in the
area of the valley of Elah. Only the
narrow valley separated the two
powers and a “fight to the finish”
seemed to be imminent. The
Philistines had chosen Goliath, a
hulking mass of a man from Gath, to
champion their cause. Periodically,
the giant’s booming voice could be
heard echoing across the valley as he
taunted the Israelites. “Choose you a
man and let the two of us fight for the
victory!” he screamed. “If he kills me,
the Philistines will become the
servants of the Israelites!” he bellows.
But the men of Israel were afraid and
shrank back in avoidance, weighing
before in their minds the outcome of
such an uneven conflict. No onein the

entirety of the Israelite camp was
obliged to accommodate the
challenges of the Gathian giant.

David was a young, ruddy but
handsome lad who was charged with
“keeping the home fires burning.” He
had come to the Israelite camp to
supply his older brothers with the
things needed for the continuance of
the fray. Hearing of the stalemate
caused by the Philistine giant’s
challenge, he immediately, and with
great courage, accepted the invitation
to do battle for God. Armed with only
a shepherd’s sling and five smooth
stones, he attacked and killed the
taunting monster of a man.

David’s confidence was apparent
from the very beginning. Obviously,
his courage was predicated on the
immense faith he possessed that God



was able to deliver him from the hand
of the Philistine. And God did so.

Confidence in God is
indispensable to accomplishing all
that He has requested of us. Only
when we are firmly convinced of His
ability to deliver us can we
courageously attack whatever powers
are arrayed against us. Like David, we
must put our total trust in Him and His
way.

David is not the only one who
showed such undaunted confidence
in the assurances of God. This same
abiding faith caused Noah to build the
ark; caused Moses to lead the
children of Israel away from Pharaoh
and out of Egypt; caused Joshua and
his people to defeat Jericho with
obedience and a shout; caused
kingdoms to be conquered; led to acts
of righteousness in the face of intense
pressure; and ennobled the faithful in
all ages. Confidence in the face of
adversity. Courage gained for battle.

We need this kind of trusting faith
in God today. The battle forces of evil
are advancing at an alarming pace
and sadly, many shrink back at the
giant of ungodliness as he openly
thumbs his nose at truth and holiness,
and the people of God who practice
such. If we aren’t careful we turn
away rather than face the powers of
evil-even in our own lives. We're
afraid of the giant! Why? A lack of
confidence in the promises of God,
that’s why. And when | say that | don’t
mean merely giving intellectual
acquiescence to the fact that God
exists—we will admit that-but do we
have faith in His promises?

Confidence in God means believing all
that He has said.

God will punish evil and reward
good. Do we believe that? We must
have a confident expectation of the
coming judgment. And though some
may taunt and ask, as in 2 Peter 3,
“where is the promise of his coming?
...for all things continue as they were
from the beginning of creation,” we
must remember that “God is not slack
concerning His promise,” v9, and “the
day of the Lord will come,” v10. Only
faith in God can give us confidence
when the judgment day comes.

David believed in the delivering
power of God. He took his faith in God
and the talent God had given him,
along with the tools he possessed and
went out to fight and ultimately to
gain the victory.

We all have our giants to face, our
difficulties that confront us. But we
have the power to overcome. Only
when we are confident that “God is”
and that He “will reward those who
diligently seek Him,” Heb 11:6, will we
find the courage to overcome sin and
its obstacles and the various huge
enemies we face in life.

Let us lay aside our doubts. Let us
cast out our fear. Let us put aside our
hesitations and every dubiety which
might inhibit our efforts. Let us say
boldly—and with confidence—"“the
Lord is my helper, and | will not fear
what men shall do to me,” Heb 13:6,
and “let us come boldly to the throne
of grace that we may obtain mercy
and grace to help in time of need,”
Heb 4:16. L3

BE STRONG!.

BE STRONG!

We are not here to play, to dream, to drift;
We have hard work to do and loads to lift;
Shun not the struggle—face it; ‘tis God’s gift.

BE STRONG!

Say not, “The days are evil. Who’s to blame?”
And fold the hands and acquiesce—oh, shame!
Stand up, speak out, and bravely, in God’s name.

BE STRONG!

It matters not how deep entrenched the wrong,
How hard the battle goes, the day how long;
Faint not—fight on! Tomorrow comes the song.

—Mlaltbie Davenport Babcock L£L]

~ Remember in Prayer «

It is good to pray for folks by
name, if you can. Do you?

When you pray for our leaders, do
you know who they are, 1 Tim 2:1,2?
Doubtless, you know the names
Donald Trump and Mike Pence; but
do you remember Chief Justice John
Roberts, and Associate Justices Brett
Kavanaugh, Clarence Thomas, Ruth
Bader Ginsburg, Stephen Breyer,
Samuel Alito, Sonia Sotomayor, Elana
Kagan and Neil Gorsuch? Do you pray
by name for Alabama Senators
Richard Shelby and Doug Jones? Or
for Representative Mo Brooks? Don’t
neglect our Governor, Kay Ivey; and if
you live in this area, State Senator
(Dist 1), Tim Melson, and State

Representative (Dist 5), Danny
Crawford, and Sheriff Mike Blakely.

Although we don’t have elders in
this local church, please pray for the
men here—because we all
desperately want this congregation to
walk in Christ’s ways, Col 1:9. And
ladies, be sure to pray for your
husband, that he would be the godly,
spiritual leader God wants him to be...
that you need him to be, Eph 5:27-27.

Pray for one another, brethren.

And particularly, don’t forget
Ruth Black, Madelene Britnell, and
Faye Vilander; also Lois Adams,
Carolyn Dennis, Tim and Dot Hice,
Polly McNatt, and Hazel Teeples. £



